	Assignment 2 Fingerprints

Multiple Choice (2pts each)
Pick the best possible answer.

1. The average fingerprint has approximately how many individual ridge characteristics? d
a) 300

b) 75

c) 225

d) 150

2. It is currently concluded that the minimum number of friction ridge characteristics, 

which must be present in two impressions in order to establish a positive identification is:6
a) 6
b) there is no minimum number
c) 10
d) 8
3. Whorls are divided into how many different groups? c
a) 5
b) 3
c) 4
d) 2
4. The inner layer of skin, is known as the: d
a) Epidermis
b) Friction ridge
c) Minutiae
d) Dermis
5. What were James Earl Ray's fingerprints, NOT found on? b
a) Rifle
b) Radio
c) Beer can
d) Binoculars
True False (1pt each)
Indicate whether the statements below are true or false. If false correct it to make the statement true. 
6. It is assumed that no two people have the exact same fingerprint. t
7. With the exception of any life experiences resulting in a scar or damage, a fingerprint will remain 

unchanged during an individual's lifetime. f
8. The most common type of fingerprint pattern is the arch pattern. f
9. AFIS makes it possible to compare a single print from a crime scene against an entire database 

of fingerprints.  
10. A trained fingerprint examiner is not required once AFIS has made a match. 
11. There is currently an integrated footprint database.
Matching (2pts each)
Match the print with the best possible definition below.
12. 
[image: image1.png]



13. 
[image: image2.png]



14.

 [image: image3.png]



15.

[image: image4.png]



16.[image: image5.png]



17.[image: image6.png]



18.[image: image7.png]



Definitions:
Bifurcation, Dot, Enclosure, Loop, Ridge Ending, Tented Arch, Whorl
Extra Credit
Part A - Please choose one of the following options. 
1) Fingerprint yourself! There are a few different ways that you can fingerprint yourself without having to 
buy the whole kit, but here's one to get you started. Take a pencil and on a sheet of paper make a big 
dark scribbled mess. Use one of your fingers and rub it against the lead, then use a clear piece of tape 
and press it against the finger and as you pull it away you'll "lift your print". Stick the tape onto a piece of
white paper, and be sure to label which finger you did! Do this for one hand, and then examine your 
prints. See if you can identify if your prints are loops, whorls or arches, and if there's any deltas, dots, 
bifurcations, enclosures or ridge endings! 
When you're done (and after you've washed your hands!!!!), scan or send in a photo of your 
completed fingerprint card, along with what you were able to identify. 
2) There have been many people and criminals who have tried to destroy or change their fingerprints. 
Find and research one of these people and write a 300 word essay on what they did to their fingerprints, 
 and whether it worked or not.
Part B - 5 points. Read the following mystery and see if you can solve the puzzle. If you give just the 
name of the culprit and are wrong, you won't earn any points. However if you guess wrong, but have 
valid reasons to back  yourself up, you'll gain part marks. A single correct name though will earn you 
the full 5 points. 

David and Austin stepped into the cool, air conditioned house and out of the hot July sun. In this heat, 
after just walking the 20 minutes from the baseball diamond, both boys were soaked with sweat. They 
grabbed bottles of water from the fridge and sat down at the table to drink them. 

"Ugh Austin! You won't believe it," Austin's brother George said as he walked in. "You know all those 
pieces of wood I had to build our tree fort? They're missing! Someone stole them from me."

"That's horrible George," David commented. "Any idea who did it?"

"I have some guesses, but I don't know for sure who did it," George replied. "Joe was over this morning 
looking around and asking what I was using the wood for. Carlos was talking to me the other day about 
how he's going to build a new roof on his tree house. And our new neighbour, Mrs. Plum was 
complaining about the amount of noise I'd create with the hammering and sawing. It could've been any 
of them!" 

"Don't worry George, we'll go ask around see if we can find your wood," Austin said. David and Austin
 went back outside and wandered down the street to Joe's house first, where they saw him washing a
 car in front of an empty garage. 

"Hey Joe. George seems to be missing some wood that was going to be used for a fort. Did you see 
anyone take it?" asked David. 

"No I haven't guys. I've been working on cleaning the garage, and now I'm stuck washing my dad's car! 
Good luck finding the wood!" replied Joe. 

Austin and David wandered down the street until the came to Carlos' house. No one appeared to be 
home, so they stuck their nose in his backyard. The infamous tree house looked very old and run down. 
Some of the boards were in need of replacing. 

Lastly, they went to Mrs. Plum's house and knocked on her door. She called to them to come on in, and 
so they opened the door and found her poking at the fire in her fireplace. "Hello boys. What brings you 
to my little corner of the neighborhood?"

"We were just wondering if you had happened to see anyone take George's wood from our house," 
asked Austin.

"Wish I could help you, but I came inside awhile ago to get out of the hot sun. I hope he finds it!" 
Mrs. Plum responded. 

Austin and David walked back to Austin's house and went inside where they found George waiting
for them. "Well did you find the wood?!" he asked eagerly. 

Austin and David looked at each other as David answered, "We didn't see the wood, but we know who 
took it!"
Who took George's wood?


